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All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
1 263 14.3 5.4 24 59.6 99.6

SPaG 263 3.7 1.4 5 74 99.6
2 258 10.8 6.1 24 45.2 97.7
3 254 11.3 6.3 24 47.2 96.2
4 254 10.5 5.5 24 43.8 96.2
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Answer all questions.

1. Study the information below and answer the questions which follow.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

Outside a mosque

 (a) Describe the external features of a mosque. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (b) Explain why many Muslim children attend a mosque school (madrasah). [4]
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 (c) Explain how Muslims pray in a mosque. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (d) ‘Men and women should pray together in the mosque.’

  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer.
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [4]
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 (e) ‘All Muslims should attend the mosque on a Friday.’

  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have 
considered more than one point of view.

  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [8]

  Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are allocated to this 
question. [5]
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Sticky Note
Again lots of correct information in this response. The candidate demonstrates knowledge and understanding within the explanation. There is a general comment about learning about the faith which is expanded to include examples.

Sticky Note
The answer has the correct focus on the internal features of a mosque. It is a description which includes three main features, and offers some explanation and shows some understanding. Good use of key terms.



Sticky Note
Two different viewpoints are expressed and the viewpoints are expanded.

Sticky Note
The clear focus of this answer is on how Muslims pray in a mosque and the answer shows knowledge and understanding. 



Sticky Note
The candidate communicates clearly a number of viewpoints with reference to religious teaching. Importantly there is evidence of reasoning to formulate judgements.









Sticky Note
Very good explanation of why Muslim children attend a madrasah.

Sticky Note
Identified a number of the external features with some explanation as part of the description.



Sticky Note
Candidate offers an opinion on this topic. The first part is marked as one point - the idea of community. The second part is about focus and then expanded to include the possible distraction to prayer.

Sticky Note
Lots of information explaining how a Muslim prays in a mosque.



Sticky Note
An interesting discussion. The candidate expresses a viewpoint and includes religious teaching. There is an alternative viewpoint offered. In this answer the reference to Christianity is not relevant.

Sticky Note
Rules of grammar, punctuation and spelling are used with consistent accuracy.









Sticky Note
Comprehensive answer showing insight in a detailed explanation.

Sticky Note
Comprehensive description of the external features of a mosque showing very good knowledge.



Sticky Note
Two different ideas about men and women praying together in a mosque. The ideas are expanded; the second part is not perfectly expressed but nevertheless does make a relevant point.

Sticky Note
Detailed answer with the use of a range of key terms. The answer is fully focused on prayer inside a mosque.



Sticky Note
There is a great deal of content in this response. It is a thorough discussion including different viewpoints with the implications for Muslims and the rest of society. It includes the use of specialist language.

Sticky Note
The candidate uses correct spellings, punctuation and rules of grammar with consistent accuracy and effective control of meaning in the context of the question.Specialist terms are used adeptly. 









Sticky Note
An account that again shows some knowledge and understanding of the key purposes of a madrasah. A complete answer would reference learning Arabic and an understanding of what it means to be a Muslim.

Sticky Note
A description which shows some knowledge and some understanding of the key external features of a mosque. Positive marking ensures incorrect spellings are ignored.



Sticky Note
if a candidate is to achieve full marks two reasons must be given. In this answer there is one reason only; reference to the idea of equality.

Sticky Note
This is a coherent account with the answer focused correctly on aspects of prayer in a mosque.



Sticky Note
Clear communication of an appropriate point of view with reference to the importance of Friday prayer. Opposing point of view with reference to the difficulties of time off work.

Sticky Note
The SPaG mark is for intermediate performance. There is some accuracy and general control of the meaning in the context of the question but some errors in style of writing are present.
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2. Study the information below and answer the questions which follow.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

The most important Muslim beliefs are in the Qur’an.

 (a) Describe Muslim beliefs about prophethood. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (b) Explain why Muslims believe in angels. [4]
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 (c) Explain the importance of jihad for Muslims. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (d) ‘For Muslims the Qur’an is the only guide for life.’

  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer.
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [4]
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 (e) ‘Islam is shown in a positive way in the media.’

  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have 
considered more than one point of view.

  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [8]
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Sticky Note
Error in the first sentence. Some explanation of the importance of angels for Muslims.

Sticky Note
Candidate misreads or does not understand the question and the answer is not credit-worthy.



Sticky Note
The candidate needs to address the question. There is one basic response to the question.

Sticky Note
Candidate does not answer the question and appears to misunderstand the term jihad; the answer actually appears to be about the hajj. 



Sticky Note
The use of relevant evidence and information to formulate a judgement. There are two different viewpoints supported by appropriate examples.









Sticky Note
Very basic general response. 

Sticky Note
An accurate account which is slightly repetitive.



Sticky Note
There are two distinct basic viewpoints in this response. Again the reference to Christians in this answer is not relevant.

Sticky Note
Question not attempted - no mark awarded.



Sticky Note
There are only two very basic and simple points in this response which justify two simple points of view. 









Sticky Note
Comprehensive response to this question. it demonstrates awareness and insight into religious ideas.

Sticky Note
A comprehensive description of beliefs about prophethood.



Sticky Note
An answer of the highest standard. The answer has two clear viewpoints, both of which are expanded. The candidate shows an understanding of the implications for Muslims regarding the statement.

Sticky Note
Clear understanding of the nature of the two different Muslim views of jihad. It is a clear and detailed explanation showing awareness and understanding.



Sticky Note
Forcefully written the response does include different religious and moral viewpoints on this issue with an understanding of their implications for the individual and the rest of society.









Sticky Note
Accurate account of information with reference to the importance of the angel Gabriel (although not named) and the angel recording good deeds. 

Sticky Note
This response only refers to the Prophet Muhammad. The question requires a response about Muslim beliefs about prophethood. 



Sticky Note
The first part is an expanded justification; how you should live your life and what is good and bad. the second part of the answer is weaker and makes a single point.

Sticky Note
The response is not clear.



Sticky Note
A simplistic response which includes one main justification linked to one example.
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3. Study the information below and answer the questions which follow.
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Muslims believe that you should not draw pictures of Allah.

 (a) Describe Muslim beliefs about the nature of God. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (b) Explain Muslim beliefs about life after death. [4]
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 (c) Explain how a Muslim prepares for pilgrimage. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (d) ‘Hajj is the most important Pillar of Faith.’

  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer.
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [4]
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 (e) ‘Abortion is always wrong.’

  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have 
considered more than one point of view.

  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [8]
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Sticky Note
A generic type answer with some expansion.

Sticky Note
Candidate misreads the question. The answer is about drawing pictures of God rather than describing Muslim beliefs about God. it is important that candidates read each question carefully.



Sticky Note
An interesting response which does include two reasons.

Sticky Note
Some of the content of this answer is not relevant. The question requires a candidate to explain preparations for pilgrimage. Credit is for the single point of a Muslim not being in debt when preparing for pilgrimage.



Sticky Note
A mixed answer. There are two different viewpoints. Some of the content of the  answer is not relevant.









Sticky Note
Generic and general answer.

Sticky Note
There are a number of beliefs described in this answer: only one God, Allah, who is the creator of everything and that Allah is everywhere.



Sticky Note
Some of the answer is not relevant and there is a lack of focus in answering the question.

Sticky Note
Some basic information to explain how a Muslim prepares for pilgrimage.



Sticky Note
A mixed response. There are some conflicting ideas regarding Muslim viewpoints. Some of the content is not relevant to the question.









Sticky Note
A very detailed answer to this question. A number of beliefs are explored and there is the use of specialist vocabulary.

Sticky Note
The response uses a high level of language to answer this question, with the use of important key terms for an exposition on the nature of God in Islam.



Sticky Note
One basic idea is put forward with some of the content not relevant to the question.

Sticky Note
An account which includes some of the preparation information for hajj.



Sticky Note
Again a forceful discussion of this sensitive topic. The candidate expresses their own viewpoint and offers an interesting discussion.









Sticky Note
Generic statement about heaven and hell with reference to the Day of Judgement. It is an appropriate explanation of a central belief.

Sticky Note
This response does not answer the question. The candidate may have misinterpreted the stimulus in the text box.



Sticky Note
The candidate does not answer the question and receives no marks.

Sticky Note
The question requires a response which has a focus on preparation for pilgrimage.



Sticky Note
This is a basic response that contradicts itself. There is no personal response from the candidate to the question.
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4. Study the information below and answer the questions which follow.

Muslim father and son

 (a) Describe Muslim birth customs. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (b) Explain Muslim teaching on birth control. [4]
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 (c) Explain why some Muslims have arranged marriages. [4]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 (d) ‘Adultery is wrong.’

  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer.
  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [4]
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 (e) ‘Divorce should never be allowed.’

  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that you have 
considered more than one point of view.

  (You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer.) [8]
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Sticky Note
Incorrect answer which is largely irrelevant.

Sticky Note
Very limited description with one point made in the answer.



Sticky Note
Answer is judged not to answer the question.

Sticky Note
Answer is irrelevant and does not address the question.



Sticky Note
Some religious teaching. There are different viewpoints but some irrelevancy in the answer. 









Sticky Note
Incorrect teaching on birth control.

Sticky Note
Lots of information is given in this response. The first point is a reference to the Shahadah. The answer requires a description and the answer gives an understanding of the key religious practices. It is a weak L3 answer.



Sticky Note
Candidate offers a viewpoint. The first point is expanded.

Sticky Note
Question not attempted - no mark awarded.



Sticky Note
There are two different viewpoints expressed in the answer linked to examples. The answer includes some religious teaching. 









Sticky Note
Credit for the idea of contraception being allowed in certain circumstances.

Sticky Note
An account showing knowledge and understanding of the main practices associated with birth.



Sticky Note
Two reasons are given. The candidate expresses their own viewpoint and uses two reasons for justification.

Sticky Note
An account understanding why some Muslims have arranged marriages.



Sticky Note
A thorough and interesting discussion of the topic, including clear reference to Islam.









Sticky Note
Candidate does not answer the question.

Sticky Note
Weak response to the question.



Sticky Note
Basic response with one idea that adultery or cheating is wrong.

Sticky Note
Basic response which makes a simple point in the second half of the answer.



Sticky Note
Two simple appropriate justifications of a point of view.
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GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES 
 


4447/01 - ISLAM 
 


Mark Scheme - Summer 2014 
 


Q.1 (a) Describe the external features of a mosque. 
 


  Look for a rounded account of the external features. 
  Details that could be described include: 
 


 Dome 


 Crescent moon and star symbol 


 Name of a mosque 


 Minaret 


 Ablution area 


 Courtyard area 
    AO1 [4] 
 


 (b) Explain why many Muslim children attend a mosque (madrasah). 
 


  Reasons which might be explained include: 
 


 To learn about the culture of Islam 


 To learn how to read the Qur’an 


 To learn Arabic 


 To learn how to pray 


 To mix with other children 
 


    AO1 [4] 
 


 (c) Explain how Muslims pray in a mosque. 
 


  Look for a detailed account of prayer in a mosque. 
  Details that could be developed include: 
 


 Muslims prepare for prayer through ablution  


 Muslims perform a series of movements - rak’ah 


 Muslim men face towards qiblah wall 


 Muslim men pray shoulder to shoulder in a mosque 


 Prayer is led by an imam 


 Muslims perform salah prayer 


 Muslims perform dua’ prayer 


 Muslims pray on a prayer mat 
    AO1 [4] 
 


 (d) ‘Men and women should pray together in the mosque.’ 
  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answers. 
  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer. 
 


  Reasons that could be given include: 
 


 Women may distract men in prayer 


 Men may distract women in prayer 


 It is tradition that men and women pray separately in a mosque 


 Society has changed 


 Men and women may pray as a family at home 
  AO2 [4] 
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(e) ‘All Muslims should attend the mosque on a Friday.’ 
Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 
you have considered more than one point of view. 
You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer. 


Marks for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar are 
allocated to this question. [5] 


The following points could be considered and evaluated: 


 Friday is the occasion of the weekly sermon


 Muslims should attend a mosque every day if possible


 Many women and young children pray at home


 Work commitments may make attendance difficult


 Muslims may not live close to a mosque


 Muslims are able to pray anywhere


 Muslims may pray at home on Friday


 Muslims children may be in school


AO2 [8] 
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Q.2 (a) Describe Muslim beliefs about prophethood. 


Look for a rounded account of prophethood. 
Details that could be described include: 


 Prophethood is a central belief in Islam


 Prophethood is risalah


 Adam was the first prophet


 Jesus was a prophet


 Muhammad was the greatest prophet


 Muhammad is the seal of the prophets


 Prophets are messengers from God
AO1 [4] 


(b) Explain why Muslims believe in angels. 


Reasons which might be explained include: 


 Belief in angels is a central belief in Islam


 Angels are named in the Qur’an


 Angel Gabriel appears to the prophet Muhammad


 Angels carry out the commands of Allah


 Muslims believe each person has two assigned angels


 Muslims believe angels record human deeds


AO1 [4] 
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(c) Explain the importance of jihad for Muslims 


Points that could be developed 


 Jihad is a personal striving in Islam


 Jihad may also be a form of holy war


 Muslims believe in defending the religion of Islam


 Muslims must try to live as a good Muslim each day


(d) ‘For Muslims the Qur’an is the only guide for life.’ 
Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer. 
you must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer. 


Reasons that could be given include: 


 The Qur’an was revealed to the prophet Muhammad


 There is also the hadith


 There is also the sunnah


 Both the sayings and the example of the Prophet are an important guide


 Muslims may ask an imam for guidance


 The Qur’an is believed to be the most important guide for life


AO2 [4] 


(e) ‘Islam is always shown in a positive way in the media.’ 
Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 
you have considered more than one point of view. 
You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer. 


The following points could be considered and evaluated: 


 Islam is often part of religious broadcasting today


 Topical Muslim programmes are part of the  television schedule


 Muslim documentaries are shown on television


 Terrorism is often associated with Islam


 Newspaper articles about Muslim fundamentalism


 Articles about Muslims dress


 Articles about Muslim diet


 Films including reference to Islam


 Topical storylines in soaps


AO2 [8] 
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Q.4 (a) Describe Muslim birth customs. 


Look for a rounded account of birth customs. 
Details that could be described include: 


 Adhan or call to prayer is whispered


 Male baby is circumcised


 A baby is given something sweet to eat


 After seven days baby’s head is shaved


 Animal may be sacrificed and meat distributed


AO1 [4] 


(b) Explain Muslim teaching on birth control. 


Points that could be developed include: 


 Most forms of birth control are acceptable


 It is permissible to control the size of family


 Promiscuity may not be justified by the use of birth control


 Sterilization is not accepted as a form of birth control


 Birth control is not prohibited in the Qur’an


 Welfare of the family is important


 Men and women may use contraception


AO1 [4] 
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 (c) Explain why some Muslims have arranged marriages. 
 
  Reasons which might  be explained include: 
 


 In strict Muslim society young men and women do not mix 


 It may be the custom in a country 


 It is traditional 


 Arranged marriages allow for the suitability of a couple 


 Muslims may not be able to undergo a time of courting 


 Marriages are not based on being ‘in love’ 
 


    AO1 [4] 
 
 (d) ‘Adultery is wrong.’ 
  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer. 
  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer. 
 
  Reasons that could be given include: 
 


 Adultery is forbidden in the Qur’an 


 Adultery is one of the worst sins 


 Adultery undermines family life 


 Adultery undermines trust  


 Parenthood of a child may be in question 


 A partner may refuse a divorce 


 Adultery may lead to promiscuity 
 
    AO2 [4] 
 
 (e) ‘Divorce should never be allowed.’ 
  Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for you answer, showing that  
  you have considered more than one point of view. 
  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer. 
 
  The following points could be considered and evaluated: 
 


 Divorce is accepted by many in society 


 Divorce is accepted in Islam 


 Divorce breaks the family bond 


 Custody of children may be an issue 


 Remarriage is allowed in Islam 


 Marriages fail and divorce may be a possible option 


 Divorce is legally permissible in the UK 


 Arranged marriages may fail and divorce may be an option 
 
    AO2 [8] 
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Q.3 (a) Describe Muslim beliefs about the nature of God. 


Look for a rounded account of the nature of God 
Details that could be described include: 


 Belief in one God is tawhid


 Allah is one


 God has ninety-nine names


 The Shahadah states that there is only one God


 God is omniscient


 God is omnipotent


AO1 [4] 
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 (b) Explain Muslim beliefs about life after death. 
 
  Points that could be developed include: 
 


 Muslims believe in a life after death as stated in the Qur’an 


 Allah judges all 


 Muslim term for this belief is akhirah 


 The body remains in the ground until the last day 


 Muslims use the custom of burial not cremation 


 On the Day of Judgment the soul is reunited with the body 


 Those who have lived a good life will go to paradise 


 Those who have lived a bad life will go to hell 


 Seven steps/stages of Heaven 


 Seven doors/levels of Hell (janna/jahannan) 
 
    AO1 [4] 
 
 (c) Explain how a Muslim prepares for pilgrimage  
   
  Look for a detailed account of preparation for pilgrimage. 
  Details that could be developed include: 
 


 Travel arrangements may need to be made 


 Time off work may need to be booked 


 Increase in personal devotion 


 Purchase of ihram robes for the pilgrimage 


 A Muslim must prepare financially as debt may not be incurred through 
the act of pilgrimage 


 Stating the intention to go on pilgrimage 
 
  AO1 [4] 
 


 (d) ‘Hajj is the most important Pillar of faith.’ 
  Do you agree or disagree? Give two reasons for your answer. 
  You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer. 
 
  Reasons that could be given include: 
 


 Hajj is one of the five Pillars of Faith 


 Hajj gives Muslims the opportunity to visit Makkah and see the Ka’ba 


 All Pillars of Faith are of equal importance 


 The statement of faith is the most important Pillar of Faith 


 Not all Muslims are able to perform this Pillar of Faith 
 
  AO2 [4] 
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(e) ‘Abortion is always wrong.’ 
Do you agree? Give reasons or evidence for your answer, showing that 
you have considered more than one point of view. 
You must include reference to religious beliefs in your answer. 


The following points could be considered and evaluated: 


 Muslims believe in the sanctity of human life


 Foetus may be severely disabled


 Medical abortion to save the life of a mother


 Abortion may be allowed in the early stages of pregnancy


 Muslims may look for guidance to the hadith


 Abortion is generally forbidden but there may be exceptions


 Abortion is accepted by many in society


 Abortion is legal in the UK


 Abortion may be a necessary ‘evil’


AO2 [8] 
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